
AMITYWEBSITEDESIGN.COM WEBSITE DESIGN

10 SEO TIPS  
TO HELP IMPROVE YOUR 

GOOGLE RANKINGS  

AMITY WEBSITE DESIGN LLC

FREE
E-BOOK

https://amitywebsitedesign.com/


1
SET UP GOOGLE  
SEARCH CONSOLE

Google Search Console helps measure the 
site traffic and performance. 
Set-up in three simple steps:
Step 1 
Sign into Search Console with the Google 
Account
Step 2 
Enter the site’s Domain (or URL-Prefix) 
to “Add a Property”
Step 3  
Verify the site

2
CREATE A SITEMAP (XML)

An XML sitemap allows search engine robots to know which pages 
to check for updates since it last crawled. It also enables search 
engines to find deep pages within the site and helps speed up the 
process of page discovery and indexing.
An HTML sitemap is geared towards human visitors, showing each 
of the major sections of the site, and all the sub pages within each 
section, providing a breakdown of all the pages of the site, so that 
visitors can easily find the content that they’re looking for.
You can check if the site has a sitemap by going to:
YOURDOMAIN.COM/SITEMAP.XML
or
YOURDOMAIN.COM/SITEMAP.HTML
If you do not have a sitemap, you can easily build a sitemap by 
going to https://www.xmlsitemaps.com and follow the four simple 
step instructions.
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INSTALL SSL 
CERTIFICATE

This is the certificate you received 
from the Certificate Authority (CA) 
for your domain.
Check your dashboard or account 
with the CA who issued the 
certificate to find the SSL certificate.
Installing an SSL certificate depends 
on the provider purchased from, so 
you may have to troubleshoot with 
them if unsure.

CREATE A ROBOTS.TXT 
FILE

Creating a Robots.txt file will tell web robots 
which pages on the site to crawl, as well as 
which pages not to. 
THIS IS AN IMPORTANT SEO HACK.
Check the Robots.txt file by going to:
YOURDOMAIN.COM/robots.txt
Either you’ll find a Robots.txt file, a 404 
message, or it will be blank. See this Google 
Guide for detailed instructions on creating a 
Robots.txt file.



5
MAKE THE SITE FAST OR FASTER

The average user will spend less than a minute on a site before determining 
if it has any value to them. They’ll spend even less time if the site doesn’t load 
at the speed users have come to expect.

6
FIX ANY BROKEN IMAGES

If there is a picture on the site that is not showing up, or you’ve added but 
can’t see, you have a broken image. 
There can be multiple reasons for broken images and various ways to fix 
them, just make sure that you do.
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USE HTTPS

HTTP stands for Hypertext Transfer 
Protocol, which provides standard 
communication rules between web servers 
and web browsers.
One potential issue with HTTP, is that the 
data shared between the servers and your 
browser isn’t encrypted.
Google will display an open lock on web 
addresses using HTTP and also show users 
a message indicating that the site they’re 
about to visit is unsafe.
This could be a deterrent for users, and so 
you may consider purchasing and installing 
an SSL certificate to upgrade the site to 
HTTPS.
HTTPS will encrypt the information 
transmitted between a server and browser.

8
MAKE SURE THE SITE IS ‘MOBILE’ FRIENDLY 
AND RESPONSIVE

Mobile access accounts for just over 50% of world wide web traffic. If you are 
working with an older site not optimized for mobile, you will be missing out on 
at least half of all global site traffic.



9
CONNECT SOCIAL 
ICONS TO PROPER 
ACCOUNTS

Make sharing the content and site as 
easy
as possible. Social sharing increases 
visibility and
engagement, so make sure that the 
social media
icons are linked. 10

HAVE A VISABLE 
AND CLEAR ‘CALL 
TO ACTION’ IN 
HERO

You’ve gone to all this work to 
rank, and have visitors come
to the site…so then what? Tell 
visitors exactly what you
want them to do with a clear Call 
To Action (CTA). Whether
that is to continue reading 
another one of the pages, or
subscribe to your email list, scan 
each page of the site
and include a CTA.
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